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By Allen Smith, World of God founder 

The overwhelming sadness of our Haitian 

friends is etched into my memory as they 

learned of the massive 7.0 earthquake centered 

near Port au Prince. I was resting in the OFCB 

guest quarters when we felt the tremor and 

students who were in afternoon session flooded 

outside in terror. It was 4:53 on Tuesday, 

January 12, 2010.  

I had traveled along with fellow board members 

from World of God. Engineering students from 

University of Wisconsin were along as member 

of Engineers Without Borders to access water 

management for the Bayonnais community. At 

first everyone thought a mild earthquake had 

occurred, but as the afternoon turned into 

evening virtually everyone in this mountain 

community gathered in the yard outside the 

church house. In Bayonnais there are no 

televisions, no network news, no CNN, only 

battery powered radios. Clusters of Haitians 

gathered anxiously around every radio, listening 

for news. Everyone had a relative in Port au 

Prince. 

A few hours later, it was apparent that Port au 

Prince had suffered tremendous devastation. 

We Americans began to see on-line reports 

from the weak signals of our mobile phones. 

2010 Earthquake: From Disaster to Resilance 
By Actionnel Fleurisma 

Although Bayonnais is 100 miles from Port-au-Prince 

(epicenter was 16 miles West of PAP) I felt it very strongly at 

about 4:53 PM on that Tuesday the 12th of January, 2010. 

Personally, I thought it was the rapture at the very beginning. 

About 15 or 20 seconds later, I understood that it was an 

earthquake even though I've never experienced one before 

and could not image what it would be like. 

After the earthquake, death and mourning was in every family 

in the entire country. Officials say 300,000 people lost their 

lives that afternoon during the 45 second earthquake. The 

widows, the widowers, the orphans and relatives continue to 

suffer. 

On October 20, 2010, an outbreak of cholera was confirmed in 

Haiti for the first time in more than a century, ten months after 

the catastrophic earthquake. This cholera outbreak is the 

worst in recent history with over 665,000 cases and 8,183 

deaths. Bayonnais was not spared from the cholera outbreak. 

Today, as of January 2020, many specialists have agreed that 

if another earthquake hits Port-au-Prince, there would be more 

loss of life than we had in January 2010.  

The population has always been concentrated in the capital 

city of Port-au-Prince. With even more people moving there 

looking for job opportunities, the slums continue to grow. 

There have been no new building regulations to withstand 

natural disasters. 

HOW IS BAYONNAIS BETTER PREPARED? 

 Medical clinic opened in 2012: Bayonnais is better able 

to handle medical emergencies and epidemics. 

 A concrete bridge completed (2019): provides better 

access to roads. 

 Currently raising funds for diesel tank to be less 

dependent on local price fluctuations. 



We still had no idea of the extent of the damage. We only knew it 

was going to be bad. 

At daybreak on Wednesday morning Actionnel and his brother set 

out for Port au Prince in their truck. 

All day our Haitian friends clustered in the yard with their radios, 

becoming more and more concerned as reports began to detail the 

extent of the damage. As dusk approached on Wednesday evening, 

in the distance we could see dust from the approaching truck with 

Actionnel and his brother. Dozens of people were falling in behind the 

truck, anxious for news from Port au Prince. By the time the truck 

pulled into the church yard, hundreds of Haitians had gathered. 

Actionnel got out of the truck, climbed into the back, and stood. There 

was complete silence as everyone waited for him to speak. He began 

speaking. We needed no translation. Port au Prince is destroyed. 

Hundreds of thousands are dead. The Haitians  who had gathered 

began wailing in grief and pain, flailing their arms, running through 

the yard. The grieving went on into the night with the most profound 

expression of grief I have ever witnessed. We sat inside the guest 

house listening to our Haitian brothers and sisters and grieving in our 

own way. 

We quickly realized that we Americans were a liability and needed to 

leave. On Thursday morning we departed on a retired North Carolina 

school bus headed for the Dominican Republic with a contingent of 

five Haitian friends who would insure our safe departure.  

In the following weeks, World of God received tens of thousands of 

dollars in aid donations, all going directly to our OFCB partners. As 

the days passed, UN busses began evacuations from Port au Prince. 

Thousands arrived in the neighboring towns near Bayonnais. 

Makeshift tent cities were being set up in vacant fields. Our OFCB 

partners began collecting basic necessities for the refugees who fled 

with only the clothes they were wearing. We received detailed reports 

of their efforts to help fellow Haitians, witnessing an incredible 

outpouring of love and generosity. Without asking, our OFCB 

partners began sending purchase receipts for the supplies they were 

collecting. They wanted us to know the donations were going to the 

people in need. Over the years as World of God has partnered with 

these wonderful people, we continue to see that even though many 

of our Haitian friends are economically poor, they are rich in love, 

generosity, and spirit. And we thank God for our Haitian brothers and 

sisters.  

Sponsoring a child is the best way to 
help the students at OFCB. Visit our 
website if you are inspired to sponsor 
a child: www.worldofgod.org. 

http://www.worldofgod.org/Sponsor.php

