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The January 12, 2010 earthquake was one of the most catastrophic natural 

disasters that affected an estimated 3 million Haitians. Haiti quickly rose to the 

top of the list of many humanitarian hotspots. This is because of the fact that 

after decades of economic and social underdevelopment, political instability and 

corruption, and environmental degradation, most of the population in the 

country was poor and very vulnerable to natural disasters, such as floods. 

There is no doubt that this natural disaster has had a massive impact on the 

country’s population, especially children. Children in Haiti are still reeling from 

the devastating and lingering effects of the earthquake. Their situation is still 

critical, and increasingly worrisome. 

In 2018, Haiti made some modest advancement to eliminate the worst types of 

child labor and child abuse. The government established, deployed, and trained a 

specialized unit of border police called the POLIFRONT during the year to combat 

transnational crime, such as human trafficking.  

The government also managed to secure 17 convictions for violent crimes related 

to the worst types of child labor. Children in Haiti, however, are still not safe and 

perform dangerous tasks in agriculture as well as domestic work. And that is not 

all; children are also put in orphanages where many are subsequently used for 

domestic work. 

Here are some key issues facing Haitian children and youth today:  

Educational Access 

This is one of the most significant issues facing children in Haiti. While education 

is “free” in the country, only 50% of all children are enrolled in primary schools, 

and this explains the gravity of the situation. 

There was no worse symbol for the future of the country’s children than the 

images of collapsed schools and universities in the aftermath of the earthquake. 

One of the problems is that 92 percent of schools in Haiti are private, and this 

leaves most families unable to pay school fees. Also, keep in mind that the 

prohibitive cost of books, uniforms, and other school materials often makes them 

unaffordable to many children. Haiti’s inequality makes it even more difficult for 

poor students to perform well in school. 

Disease Outbreaks 

The country’s lack of public health resources, along with earlier political 

challenges, made children especially prone to disease epidemics. Towards the 

end of 2011, cholera also broke out in the country, and this outbreak continues to 

threaten Haitian children and youth today.  
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Support a Student  |  Shape a Future 

worldofgod.org 

Children of Haiti: The Key Issues and Vulnerabilities 

338 S. Sharon Amity Rd. No. 280 
Charlotte, NC 28211 

Email: info@worldofgod.org 
Voice/Text: 704-575-0062      

This article is not meant to leave you 

feeling powerless. The truth is you can 

make an immeasurable difference, 

through your continued support of 

World of God. We partner with local 

churches and community leaders to 

determine their needs. We empower the 

children of Bayonnais to identify the 

assets and skills they already have to 

enable success. Do you know who makes 

all of this possible? YOU! When you 

support the education of the children 

through sponsorship, you ensure they 

receive the knowledge necessary to 

know that there is hope and that they 

have great worth. You experience the 

humbling honor of entering into a 

supportive and encouraging relationship 

with a child who needs a model of love 

— who needs you. Sponsor A Child 

 
COVID-19 in Haiti 
How Can You Help? 
 

World of God school lunch fund is sent 

monthly and is providing food for 

students who are in lockdown. 

You can give a one-time or recurring 

donation to the School Lunch Fund. 

 

Friends of OFCB are supporting the 

OFCB Bread Ministry. 

Donate Online, note “Bread Ministry" 

Send checks to: 

Friends of OFCB - Bread ministry 

PO Box 34563 Charlotte, NC 28234 

https://haitiantimes.com/2019/11/18/haiti-police-call-for-right-to-unionize/
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/comment/thousands-of-children-are-living-in-orphanages-in-haiti-but-not-because-they-are-orphans-10345063.html
https://blogs.worldbank.org/psd/haitis-private-schools
http://worldofgod.org/Sponsor.php
https://www9498.ssldomain.com/worldofgod/Donation.php?fundName=School_Lunches
http://friendsofofcb.org/v2/donate.html

