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Exchange rate in Haiti has changed —  

What are the effects? 

It may be difficult to imagine or to comprehend. However, in late Septem-

ber Actionnel and OFCB shared with World of God a dramatic shift in the 

Haitian exchange rate. Prior to early September the exchange provided 

12,000 gdes [Gourdes] for $100 USD [US Dollars]. Currently, the same $100 

USD, exchanges for less than 6,000 gdes while the cost for salaries, food, 

transportation, goods, etc. remains the same. Rare, if ever, has a declining 

economy revalued its currency.  The  revaluation of the Haitian currency is 

mystery.  

Each $100 that we send to support Bayonnais now only provides half the 

support that it has provided over the last year or so.  Teachers’ salaries 

remain the same (in Gourdes), so twice as many dollars are required to pay 

each teacher.  The government controls the salaries that teachers are paid 

– even in non-government supported schools like ICB (“Institution 

Classique de Bayonnais”, which is the official name of the OFCB schools) 

and indications are that the government is increasing salaries.  Money 

flowing from the US now has only half the purchasing power in Haiti as it 

had prior to October.  This effects not only the money sent to support ICB; 

it affects any US dollars that flow to Haiti and exchanged to Gourdes for 

local use.  Confusion reigns throughout Haiti.  

World of God is working closely with OFCB to fully understand the short-

term and long-term effects of this sudden shift and to develop a plan.   

If you have expertise in the area of monetary policy, exchange rates, etc., 

and would like to help think through this with us, please reach out to me.  

Phone:  704-965-8163 or Email:  dowbauknight@worldofgod.org.  

Dow Bauknight—Board Chair, World of God 

There is hope in spite of all 

In spite of inflation,  Institution Classique de 

Bayonnais seems to be the best place to be 

from 7 AM through 5:40 where nearly 1850 

students are learning from  7:30 AM 

through 5:40 PM. 

On Friday, Oct. 16th, 73 candidates in 13th 

grade had a great celebration to close their 

school year which started on the 5th of 

August, 2019. Friends from everywhere, 

parents and students attended the gradua-

tion where a certificate of hard work, per-

sistence and appreciation was delivered to 

each one of them. National Exams held 

Monday-Thursday Oct 19-22.  

Good luck to these high school heroes 

of OFCB! We are praying for you!  

Fundraisers 

Giving Tuesday is on Dec. 1.  World of God will hold a special fundraiser for 

school benches, which are in need. Cost is about $2500 for 24 benches. These are 

sourced and built locally in Haiti, therefore, helping the local economy! 

Due to inflation, the fuel tank project cost has increased significantly. The new esti-

mate is $14,500 (fuel not included). Last year we raised $12,960 for this project. 

Giving Tuesday funds raised above the benches will go to the fuel tank. 


